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Definitions: Medical and Legal



Asphyxiation

• Venous obstruction, > cerebral stagnation 
>hypoxia  > unconsciousness > produces loss of 
muscle tone and final arterial and airway 
obstruction

• Arterial spasm due to carotid pressure > leading 
to low cerebral blood flow and collapse

• Vagal collapse> caused by pressure to the carotid 
sinuses and increased parasympathetic tone

• Death ultimately occurs from cerebral hypoxia 
and ischemic neuronal death



Indiana’s Legal Definition

Strangulation
IC 35-42-2-9 

Sec. 9. (a) This section does not apply to a medical procedure.
(b) As used in this section, "torso" means any part of the upper body from the 

collarbone to the hips.
(c) A person who, in a rude, angry, or insolent manner, knowingly or intentionally:

(1) applies pressure to the throat or neck of another person;
(2) obstructs the nose or mouth of the another person; or
(3) applies pressure to the torso of another person;
in a manner that impedes the normal breathing or the blood circulation of the other 
person commits strangulation, a Level 6 felony.

(d) However, the offense under subsection (c) is a Level 5 felony if:
(1) the offense is committed against a pregnant woman; and
(2) the person who committed the offense knew the victim was pregnant at the time 
of the offense.
As added by P.L.129-2006, SEC.2. Amended by P.L.158-2013, SEC.432; P.L.252-2017, 
SEC.11







Obstruction of Vessels







Timing



Effect of Strangulation and Suffocation



Factors Involved Determine Risk of 
Death



Signs-Symptoms-Injuries













Complications







Lethality
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